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. M. Kirkwood, A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell 
idies in Classical Philosophy 31). Ithaca, New York, Cor- 
i University Press, 1958. Pp. xiii, 304 and 2. $5.00. 
MThe reader will find in Professor Kirkwood’s book on 
Mehoclean drama a philosophical study that combines the 
gst modern scholarship with sensible but conservative 
Bary criticism. Professor Kirkwood reacts against what 
Swould consider recent —— to explain Sophocles as a 
ple by extreme hypotheses which bear little or no relation 
Bthe Greek text or to what we actually know of Greek 
ma. 
Skirkwood’s book deals with Sophocles, not play by play, as 
ithe case with so many Sophoclean studies, but rather in 
ms of tragedy, construction, character portrayal, the role 
ihe chorus, diction, and irony. 
Mirkwood believes that “in Sophocles the meaning of the 
y is . . . dependent on the nature of the central figure” 
36). “Sophoclean tragedy is an action in which admirable 
facter and crucial situation are combined; the situation 
Eyolves religious and moral issues and entails suffering for 
m leading figure” (p. 16). This thesis is maintained 
foughout the book (cf. p. 97), and, of course, for Kirkwood, 
Mhoclean drama is drama which depends on the interaction 
character, no matter what the particular form the Soph- 
mean play may happen to take. 
Sin short, A Study of Sophoclean Drama is a very careful 
m competent study of Sophocles from the conservative 
Milosophical point of view. Mr. Kirkwood has written an 
lent analysis of Sophocles, which is primarily intended 
f those who know Sophocles intimately, though the book 
ay be used profitably by the serious interested reader. 


John E. Rexine 
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sRobert Duff Murray, Jr., The Motif of Io in Aeschylus’ 
pbliants. Princeton, New Jersey, The Princeton University 
Meress, 1958. Pp. xi, 104. $2.00. 
feeenis small book deals with a difficult subject, the Supplices 
Mee Aeschylus. Professor Murray’s express purpose in this 
Seerk is to prove “that the our of Io is not only dra- 
Memically relevant to the Danaid trilogy but altogether in- 
Mmpensable to its correct interpretation” (p. 17). Murray, 
Minis analysis of imagery, never once defines what he means 
imagery, symbols, allegory, and the like, though he lists 
discusses four images which he describes as (1) bull and 
Mm; (2) contrast of male and female; (3) touch and seizure; 
i (4) breath, wind, and storm. Though his discussion is 
med on the order of frequency of these subjects in the 
Eeepplices, the reader will be disturbed at Murray’s unusual 
mquite mistaken use of some very important terms. 
eMr. Murray links the Io motif with the Supplices through 
mpermnestra, because it is she “who finally understands the 
mi meaning of her destiny, and she refuses to murder her 
mapand” (p. 60). The common bond between Io and Hyperm- 
fora Murray finds in the realization of both of “the glory 
“i necessity of motherhood, the perhaps not fully conscious 
Selization of the role of the female as the transmitter of life 
M@ civilization” (p. 60). This argument really forms the 
me around which Murray’s interpretation revolves. 
@he chapter headings “Introduction,” “The Imagery of the 
Mppliants,” “The Aeschylean Io,” “The Meaning of the 
ment of Io,” “Hypermnestra and the Themes of the Trilogy,” 
mi provide a rough outline of the subject. Appendix A 
messes the chronology of the Supplices and the Prometheus 
metus with the general conclusion that there is a likelihood 
Mthronological proximity of these two tragedies (in the 
ms). Of course, the error that was once common, that of 
Mpting the Supplices as Aeschylus’ earlier play on the 
of style, is discussed and corrected. Appendix B dis- 
ts line 8 and the motivation of the Danaids with the 
eral conclusion that line 8 offers no evidence of a general 
anthropy as the real motive for the Danaids’ active un- 
muingness to marry the Egyptians, but rather because of 
Me hidden violence of the Egyptians. There is a brief bibli- 
faphy at the end. 
This small book is clearly written and presents an inter- 
mg thesis, but Mr. Murray will undoubtedly and justifiably 
ftiticized for failing to define and clarify some of his most 


ant terms. 
John E. Rexine 
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